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all earn our living in and as parts of a great industrial
organization; and indeed the purpose of this entire
essay will be to try to get some due appreciation of the
whole social and political organization, especially in its
advancing phases, and of its dominion over us and our
interests. But we have not yet quite exhausted all the
significance of the incident which I mentioned at the
outset. We see from it that not even the simplest class
distinctions, those of employer and employee, were
possible here at that time. No man could gain any-
thing by owning more land than he could till; the
people who got grants of land made disagreeable experi-
ence of the truth of this. Because land was the best
property a man could own in England, and ten thousand
acres was a great estate there, they supposed that a
man who got a grant of ten thousand acres in America
got a great fortune, whereas in reality he got only a
chance to sink a fortune without hope of return. As
there could be no landlord, there could be no tenant;
no man would hire another's land when he could get
land of his own for the labor of reducing it to tillage.
Now landlords, tenant-farmers, and laborers are the
three groups which form the fundamental framework
of a class-divided society; but if they are all merged in
a class of peasant-proprietors or yeoinen-farmers, there
is absolutely no class organization. All are equal, by
the facts of the case, as nearly as human beings can be
equal,1 A farmer tilling as much land as his own labor
will suffice to cultivate never can accumulate a fortune
in the midst of a society of others just like himself.
Neither need any one of them lack subsistence for him-
self and family. His children are not a burden but a
1 St. Jean de Crfrrecceoi; Lettres d'ua Cultivateur Am^ricain, Paris, 1787,
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